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AMENDMENTS 

In the Claims: 

Please amend claims 1 , 1 0, and 1 6 as follows: 

l^foj 1 . (Amlnded) A system for responding to an incoming phone call 

^\ from a calling parM comprising: 

means for receiving the incoming phone call; 

means for generating a user alert in response to the incoming phone call; 
means for enabling selective entry of a user message entered in response 
to the alert while the incoming call is pending and still ringing to the calling party; 
and 

means for playin&the user message to the calling party. 

1 0. ^Amended) A telephony device for playing a customized message 
to a caller, comprising: 

k a ring d^ector generating a detection signal in response to an incoming 

\0 call; \ 

a ringer alerting a called party to the incoming call in response to the 
detection signal; t 

a commana interface for receiving one or more message parameters from 
the called party; and 

a controller f^r activating the command interface in response to the 
detection signal and^for transferring the customized message to the caller 
according to the message parameters, wherein the controller is an element of a 
telephone, 



V^| 16. (Amended) A method for presenting an audio message to a 
^/2| ^telephone caller, comprising: 

detecting, at ^recipient telephone, an incoming telephone call; 
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geneteting, from the recipient telephone, a user alert in response to the 
incoming telephone call; 

receiving a command from a called party in response to the user alert; 
generating an audio message based on the command; 
answeringuhe incoming call; and 
playing thetaudio message to the telephone caller. 



Please add claims 20-21 as follows: 




20. (Ngyv) The system of claim 1 , wherein the system is incorporated 
within a telephone. 



21 . (New) The telephony device of claim 1 , wherein the command 
interface receives the one or more message parameters from the called party 
while the incoming call is not yet connected. 
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